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INTRODUCTION 
 

Easy Reading for ESL Students – Starter is a 
comprehensive reader designed especially for beginning 
and intermediate students of English as a Second 
Language. The book was developed and tested by full-time 
teachers of English.  
 
There are twelve short stories. Each story is designed to 
engage students in a well-rounded language learning 
experience. There are vocabulary, comprehension, 
speaking, and writing exercises following each story.   
 
The stories are entertaining and have plot twists and 
surprise endings. Teachers of English as a Second 
Language will enjoy using them to engage students on a 
wide range of topics and interests. 
 
The stories are short (around 400 words). Each story and 
its exercises can be completed in 60 minutes. 
 
This book is for everybody who wants to improve their 
English. It’s fun to learn English by reading interesting 
stories. 
 
You can also download a free audio version of the book 
read by a professional actor. See page 76. 
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THE GHOSTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boris Horsky can’t believe what is happening to him. He 
has no family. He has no friends. He has no job, and now 
he has no apartment. Boris is on the street. He is a 
homeless man. Why? Boris is an alcoholic. 

Boris is walking along the street. He has a little 
backpack on his back. There is some food, a bottle of wine, 
a pot, a blanket, and some tools in his backpack. That’s all 
Boris has.   

Boris walks through the town, across the fields and then 
into the forest. He walks and walks. Soon he gets tired. He 
rests for a short time, and then he starts to walk again.   

Finally he stops near a little creek. He is deep in the 
forest. 

“I’m going to build a little shelter here,” he thinks. He 
takes some tools out of his backpack and begins to work. 
Five hours later he has a place to sleep. 

Boris eats, drinks wine, and then he sleeps. It’s summer. 
Boris is OK for now. 

At midnight Boris wakes up. He can’t sleep. He looks out 
of his shelter. It’s a warm summer night. The moon is 
shining. 
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Suddenly just a few feet from him the earth begins to 
open. Three figures come out of the opening and walk 
away. 

Boris closes his eyes and then opens them again. 
“I’m dreaming,” he thinks. “Or I’m drinking too much.”  
He doesn’t see anybody now, so he goes to sleep. 
The next night, exactly at midnight, it happens again. 
“Ghosts,” he thinks. He is scared. 
The next morning he goes to town. He goes to the pub 

and starts to drink. He talks about the ghosts. 
“Old Boris is crazy,” everybody says.  
One man believes Boris. He is a policeman. 
“You have to show me where this place is,” he says to 

Boris. 
That night Boris leads ten policemen with dogs to his 

shelter. They wait for midnight. 
Exactly at midnight the earth opens, and three figures 

come out of the opening. 
“Put your hands up and don’t move,” a policeman 

shouts. 
They stop and put their hands up. They are not ghosts. 

They are smugglers. They smuggle cigarettes.  
The police discover a two-thousand-foot long tunnel 

under the ground. The forest is on the border, and the 
smugglers use the tunnel to smuggle cigarettes from one 
country to another. 

The smugglers are arrested. 
Boris becomes a hero. He gets a $5,000 reward for 

telling the police about the smugglers. 
That night Boris sleeps in a hotel. In the morning, he 

starts looking for a job. He never drinks alcohol again. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   g   h   o   s   t . 

2.   h  __  m   e  __  e   s   s . 

3.   f  __  g  __  r   e . 

4.   h  __  r   o . 

5.   b  __  t  __  l   e . 

6.   p  __  t . 

7.   b  __  a   n  __  e   t . 

8.   t  __  o   __  s . 

 

the spirit of a dead person 

without a home 

the shape of a person 

someone brave 

a container for liquids 

a container for cooking 

a cover for a bed 

used for repairing things 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

word hint 

1.   r   e   s   t . 

2.   b  __  i   __  d . 

3.   c  __  o   __  e . 

4.   o  __  e    n . 

5.   d  __  e   __  m . 

6.   b  __  l   i  __  v   e . 

7.   s  __  o    w . 

8.   a  __  r   e  __  t . 

 
 

to relax 

to make something 

to shut 

opposite of to shut 

to see pictures in your sleep 

to think something is true 

to let someone see 

the police do it to criminals 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A. Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.  Boris is an workaholic. 
     b.  Boris is an alcoholic. 

2.  a.  Boris buys an apartment. 
     b.  Boris has no apartment. 

3.  a.  Boris goes into the forest. 
     b.  Boris goes into the fields. 

4.  a.  Boris builds a shelter. 
     b.  Boris builds a tunnel. 

5.  a.  Boris sees three policemen. 
     b.  Boris sees three figures. 
 
6.  a.  The police arrest Boris. 
     b.  The police arrest the smugglers. 
 
 
B.  Number the sequence. 
 
1.     2     Boris builds a shelter.  

        1     Boris goes into the forest.  

2.   ___   Boris sees three figures.  

      ___   Boris talks about the ghosts.  

3.   ___   The police arrest the smugglers. 

      ___   Boris shows the police where the place is. 

4.   ___   Boris gets a $5,000 reward. 

      ___   Boris starts looking for a job. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Boris goes to the forest because     e  .  

Boris builds a shelter because   ___ 

Boris is scared because   ___ 

The smugglers build a tunnel because   ___  

The police arrest the smugglers because   ___  

Boris gets a reward because  ___  

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

he tells the police about the smugglers.  

he needs protection when it rains.  

he thinks he sees ghosts.  

they are criminals.  

he wants to build a shelter there.  

they use it to smuggle cigarettes.  

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  Who is Boris? 

2.  What doesn’t he have? 

3.  What does he have? 

4.  Where does he go? 

5.  What does he build? 

6.  Who does he see at night? 

Into the forest. 

An alcoholic. 

A shelter. 

A job. 

Smugglers. 

A backpack. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

fields 

border 

warm 

reward 

near 

crazy 

 
1.  Boris goes through the   fields              to the forest. 

2.  He builds a shelter ____________ a creek. 

3.  It’s not cold outside. It’s ____________. 

4.  The people think Boris is ____________. 

5.  The forest is on the ____________. 

6.  Boris gets a $5,000 ____________. 
 
 
B. Answer the questions. 
 
1.  Boris is an abstainer. Right? 

       No, he isn’t. He’s an alcoholic.                                 . 

2.  Boris lives in an apartment. Right? 

     __________________________________________ 

4.  Boris sees three rabbits near his shelter. Right? 

     __________________________________________ 

5.  People think Boris is smart. Right? 

     __________________________________________ 

6.  Boris gets a $5,000 fine. Right?  

     __________________________________________ 
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FINDERS, KEEPERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Hunter wants to build his own house. It’s his 
lifelong dream. He works very hard. He is saving money.  

After many years he finally has enough money to buy a 
piece of land.  

Mr. Wilson has a big garden near the forest and the 
river. John likes the place very much. He buys half of Mr. 
Wilson’s garden. He pays Mr. Wilson $100,000 for the land. 
John is very excited. 

John begins building his house. He hires a man to help 
him dig the foundation. The man’s name is Donald Sutter.  

John and Donald are digging the foundation when 
Donald’s pickax hits something hard – a piece of metal. 

“A bomb!” Donald shouts. He drops the pickax and runs 
away.  

John looks at the piece of metal. He digs it up. It’s not a 
bomb. It’s a metal box. John picks up the box and cleans it. 
The initials J.W. are on the box. John opens the box. The 
box is full of gold coins. 

“Wow!” John shouts. “What’s this!” 
Donald runs to see.  
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Mr. Wilson is working in his garden. He hears John 
shouting. He runs to see, too.  

The three men are staring at the coins. It’s a small 
fortune. 

“It’s my money,” Donald says. “I found it.”  
“It’s not your money,” John says. “It’s my money. This is 

my land.” 
“It’s my money,” Mr. Wilson says. “The initials J.W. 

stand for Jasper Wilson. Jasper Wilson was my 
grandfather.” 

“I found the money!” Donald shouts. He grabs the box. 
Then he runs to his truck, quickly gets in and drives away.  

Donald hides the box with the gold coins in the closet in 
his apartment. 

Donald lives with his girlfriend Jane. He doesn’t tell her 
about the money. “She doesn’t need to know,” he thinks. 

Donald finds out that the coins are worth two million 
dollars. He is sure the money belongs to him. 

John and Mr. Wilson go to court. 
A judge is going to decide if the money belongs to 

Donald, John or Mr. Wilson. The three men wait for the 
judge’s decision. 

“The money belongs to Donald Sutter,” the judge says. 
“Finders, keepers.” 

“Yes!” Donald shouts 
“No!” Mr. Wilson shouts. 
“No!” John shouts. 
Donald goes home. He feels wonderful. “The judge is 

smart,” he thinks. “I found the money, so it’s my money.” 
Now, he is going to tell Jane. They are going to celebrate 
together. He is going to open a bottle of champagne. He 
hopes Jane is home. 

Donald arrives home. Jane is not there. He calls her, but 
she doesn’t answer her cell phone.  

Donald goes to the bedroom and opens the closet. He 
wants to see his fortune. For a second he is afraid that 
Jane took the box, but the box is there. Donald opens the 
box. He stares into the box in disbelief. The money is gone.  

There is a piece of paper inside the box. He picks it up 
and reads – I found the money. Finders, keepers. Jane. 
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I.   VOCABULARY 
 

A.  What’s the word? 
 

Word hint 

1.   f   o   u   n   d   a   t   i   o   n .    

2.   p  __  c   k  __  x . 

3.   m  __  t  __  l . 

4.   i  __  i   t  __  a   l . 

5.   c  __  i   n . __ 

6.   f  __  r   t  __  n   e . 

7.   c  __  u  __  t . 

8.   j  __  d  __  e . 

 

it supports a building 

a large tool for digging 

a hard shiny substance 

the first letter of a name 

you can pay with them 

a lot of money 

the judges, lawyers, jury 

the official in a court 

 
 
B.  What’s the word? 
 

Word hint 

1.   b   u   i   l   d . 

2.   s  __  v   e . 

3.   h   i  __  e . 

4.  __  i   g . 

5.   s  __  o  __  t . 

6.   s  __  a  __  e . 

7.   g  __  a   b . 

8.   b  __  l  __  n   g   

 

to make something 

to keep money 

to employ 

to break and move earth 

to speak loudly 

to look at something intensely 

to take something quickly 

to be the property of someone 
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II.   COMPREHENSION 
 
A. Circle the correct sentence. 
 
1.  a.  John’s dream is to buy a house. 
     b.  John’s dream is to build his own house. 

2.  a.  John hires Donald to help him find a metal box. 
     b.  John hires Donald to help him dig the foundation. 

3.  a.  Donald Sutter finds a metal box. 
     b.  Donald Sutter finds a bomb. 

4.  a.  Donald gives the money to his girlfriend. 
     b.  Donald doesn’t tell his girlfriend about the money. 

5.  a.  The judge decides the money belongs to Donald. 
     b.  The judge decides the money belongs to John. 
 
6.  a.  In the end Jane takes the money. 
     b.  In the end the judge takes the money. 
 
 
B. Number the sequence.  
 
1.    2     John hires Donald to help him dig the foundation.             

       1     John buys a piece of land.           

2.  ___   Donald finds a metal box. 

     ___   Donald thinks it is a bomb.   

3.  ___   Donald grabs the box. 

     ___   Donald hides the box in his apartment. 

4.  ___   Donald finds out Jane took the money. 

     ___   Donald comes home and looks for the money. 
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III.   SPEAKING 
 
 

A.  Match the sentences. 
 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

John buys a piece of land because     e  .  

John hires Donald because   ___ 

Donald runs away because   ___ 

Donald thinks the money is his because   ___  

Mr. Wilson thinks the money is his because   ___  

John thinks the money is his because   ___   

 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

he thinks he found a bomb. 

he needs help to dig the foundation. 

his grandfather’s initials are on the box.  

it is his land. 

he wants to build a house on it. 

he found it. 

 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 

1.  What does John want? 

2.  Who does he buy the land from? 

3.  Who does he hire? 

4.  What does Donald find? 

5.  What is inside the metal box? 

6.  Who gets the money in the end? 

Jane. 

To build a house. 

A metal box. 

Mr. Wilson. 

Money. 

Donald. 
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IV.   WRITING 
 
A.  Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
 

finders keepers 

disbelief 

own 

smart 

wonderful 

afraid 

 
1.  Children say, “  Finders keepers  , losers weepers.” 

2.  John wants to have his ____________ house. 

3.  Donald thinks that the judge is ____________. 

4.  Donald gets the money. He feels ____________. 

5.  Donald is ____________ Jane took the box. 

6.  Donald looks in the metal box in ____________. 
 
 
B.  Answer the questions. 
 
1.  To find money is John’s lifelong dream. Right? 

       No, it isn’t. To build a house is his lifelong dream.  . 

2.  John buys a piece of land. He is very sad. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

3.  Donald finds something. He thinks it’s a pickax. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

4.  The coins are worth $2,000. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 

5.  Donald wants to celebrate with the judge. Right? 

     ____________________________________________ 
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LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Herman Miller is a rich man. Do you want to know what 
he does? He invests his money, and he is one of the best. 
He is also a very generous man. He gives a lot of money to 
charities. 

Herman trusts people. His friend Bernie doesn’t. They 
often argue about this. 

One day Herman says to Bernie. “I’m going to conduct 
an experiment. I want to test people’s generosity. I’m going 
to play the role of a homeless man and ask people to let 
me eat and sleep in their house. I bet $100,000 I’ll find 
somebody who will let me do this. 

Bernie laughs. “Nobody will let you eat and sleep in their 
house. I bet $100,000 you won’t find anybody. 

“OK,” Herman says. “And if somebody lets me, I’ll give 
him or her a million dollars.   

Herman doesn’t shave for two weeks. Then one Sunday 
afternoon, he puts on dirty old clothes and dirty old shoes. 
He gets a plastic bag and puts a bottle of cheap wine in it. 
He really looks like a homeless man. 

“I’m going to try a rich neighborhood,” he says to his 
friend Bernie. “Rich people are usually generous.” 


